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ee, which has. recently altiied the City 


£* I you will favour him with a f a gueſt, 


and the neceſſary docu- 


| be proflty embraced, i by de fllowng ve. 


iſt, At what time, in his pt Is wha manner, was 


| the malignant Fever introducedine the City and Suburbs? | 


2d. How long didthe Fever cominue 0 rage and what i the 


| number of is I ins 


2 24. hs noi an pied ds ow, the 
 overicers of the Poor, and their Agents, to ſubdue, or mitigate 


_ the diſcaſe, to aid the fick,, cr the, . and to maintain 
the Poor? PO - GS 3 25 


„ 


been expand and what balance remains on hand Fs 


J What ig ce ä 0 


| have been relieved, and will any extraordinary aid be neceſſary, 


C be hf Bart the Poor during 
"> anda =, 


I = 2 " 
« mtg . 785 * 


Gth. What precutions ought w bs aken prevent the rc | 
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mme e the Legiſl- 
. of the mortality and expenditure, 
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Ter me to all thath it is the 5 89 with that the Ov 


ſeers of the Poor, and, particularly, thoſe active Citizens, who ? * 
ſuperintended the buſineſs of the Camps, ſhould be conſulted in 


forming your Report. As the Legiſlature. meets on the 4th of 
December, I hope it will be convenient for you, to comply with 
the ee requeſt, in the courſe of the Neſent monkHs | 


* 4 ** 
* mt "| 
5 | 


Thave the pon 0 1 
wich ſentiments of ſincere 


9 0 fe, eig. * 
8:6 November, Ou” | 
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8 Hal. de, IJ. December, 798 
8 ny 1 / | 
X wy Tu HE Secretary of the 8 


; wealth, in a communication of the 8th. ult. by your direction, 
having propounded certain queries: relative to the late dreadful 


calamity, a ſenſe of duty, common intereſt, and a poignant 
_ retroſpe& of the paſt ſcenes of miſery and wretchedneſs, which 


came more immediately under our care, have excited an intenſe 
ſolicitude and aſſiduity, on our part, to anſwer ſatisfactorily 
your inquiries, and deviſe means E te prevention of ſo Nene 
a Wee in future. N 


We Tegret that the continuance of the diſeaſe to ſo late a 
period has delayed the adjuſtment of the accounts of che inſtitu- 
tions under our direction, and will conſequently deprive us of 


dat accuracy which is defirable. We believe, however, 


that the report wall not eee be found e in 
correct. 


3 Sf a LY; 
1 1 . » 
* 5 n 6 | 


1 few preliminary ng relative t to the precautions 0 


have been taken in order to prevent the. importation of a 
55 eaſe, IP not be OO” 


The te. in 3 to quarantine, 5 3 . 11 
* Seed in the ſtricteſt ſenſe. Every power and effort which 


exerciſing, has been employed to cut off all communication 


with the veſſels under quarantine. Every poſlible mode of pu- 


rification, Which à law ſo manifeſtly defective would permit, 


has been adopted, and the molt rigid ſcrutiny had, before the 


8 8 to the city. 
| 4 


2 
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Board, or the officers under their direction, were capable of 
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At the Marine Hoſpital, the UP were 3 into the 


river, the more completely to encloſe the premiſes, and all in- 


DD Loi | 1 e e W . 
tercourſe therewith precluded, | | 


1 WE * F *y " 
* . 9 . IX. "p< 1 1 Ps 4 4 


50 For the ſake of Trent we hall reid he near As poſe / f 


Ll 


Bic, to the order in which 3 have ors” — * „ 
e \ 3 and 8 n R | 


K. The malignant fever, according tc to our r in or * 
made its appearance in Water ſtreet, between 81 pruce and W 5 
nut ſtreets, about the firſt of Auguft Several reſpectable phy- 
ficians declare that it appeared in the month of June; andy a gat | 
many a caſes occurred * in Ts ) A”. 


an 


| Unſhackled by eie and diffdent of opinion, " we have 
endeavoured to trace the diſeaſe to Its origin, but without ſue- 


ceſs. Thoſe objects which have been pointed to with the | 


+9 


greateſt confidence as the foreign ſource of the 
velligation, afford no ſuch proof. 


dileale, 9B, In, 
. 43 8 r | * AR 


Thus ſituated, it would be indecorous, in an official report wy - 


the Chief Magiſtrate, to ſubſtitute opinion for fact. We deem a 
queſtion, on which the lives of hob lands and che proſperity or 
annihilation of our flouriſhing city; may depend, of too much im- 


portance to reſt upon the FO rue Heculation of either ee 
or r domeſtic origin. . 


r a N * Y 
gf p28 $4 P q 
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In our anſwer to your 6th. query, we ſhall c to deſig- 


nate ſuch general meaſures as, when properly digeſted by legiſ- 


lative wiſdom, are, in our judgment, beſt calculated to 20 * 
againſt the recurrence of ſo. Tata 2 Fe ol ether domeſtic | 


17 FI 1255 Het" N 
or 1 ſources. | * N 53 
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9000 The dileaſe ente 


vember; and, partially, until about the 5th. 1 


ber of victims, excluſive of thoſe who. died 3 in ok . 2 1 . 
tkree thouſand fix hundred and forty- ve. 8 


12 


8 


en)" 


wt The City Hoſpital was. opened o on the 7th. en 

al veſſels were immediately removed by order of the Board from 
all the wharves included between Mr. Levi Hollingſworth's and 
Tun Alley.— The Board publicly admoniſhed the inhabitants 
"ſe che infected neighbourhood to remove without delay. —4 
quantity of damaged coffee and cocoa, imported on the Zoth 
1 and ſtored in Roſs's ſtores, was reported on the zd Au- 
- guſt t to the Board to be in a putrid ſtate. It was immediately 
Pit on board the veſſel in which it was imported, + nl ſent 
down to the Marine * for e punſication. 4 By 


* 


'W „ ſcilful FINS... _ two afliftants were * 3 He to 


| reſide at the City Hoſpital, with a competent number of nurſes 


and attendants, and every thing neceſſary for the comfort and 


relief of the patients was provided. All the powers of reaſon- 


ing, perſuaſion, and authority, which the Board poſſeſſed, ſhort 


of abſolute coercion, were aſſiduouſſy employed to induce the 
ſick to remove inſtantiy to the Hoſpital ; for which purpoſe car- 


0 riages conſtantly attended, and litters were conſtructed as ſpeedi- 


% 


| 4 as rene, to * wen with caſe and COnyenience. 
$I 
All the pe prafiifing 8 of the City and Liber- 
ties were authorized to orders for admiſſion into the City 
Hoſpital.Hearſes and perſons. were employed for the ſpeedy 
removal and interment of the dead, and the Health-Office kept 
_ open day and night, for the purpoſe of receiving 6 
eee the duties of the offjee ic, propnrenge-... 1 


In order to 8 the Joan of the diſeaſe and form foe | 
criterion by which to judge of its extenſion or decline, as well as 
te mark thoſe parts of the city and liberties i in which! it raged with 
| the greateſt violence, a ſuitable perſon was appointed to obtain 
3 the phyſiciaus the daily reports of new caſes which occurred 
in their _ ley * together with the names and reſidence 


PPP 3 jars 1 


(8) 


— ap polliwd-iw agile of the 
City and Liberties, and medicines n „ ee 
bs nag the inſtitution. N W 1 
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The buildings at the Ciiy Rapid wg found abn. 
houſe contiguous thereto was rented ; the ſammer houſes were —— 

covered with canvas, a number of ſheds, and a, new frame build-_ | 
ing 60 by 20 feet, two ſtories high, were creſted for the hett 5 q 
accommodation of the fick. ug =o * 5 * _ 
As r 
The alarining g "RE of the Aiſcaſey' BY Frigheful 8 * 
of mortality; the apparent temerity or apathy of ſome, an 
PRONE and diſtreſs of others, impelled the Board to reiterate. 
in terms the moſt impreſſive, their admonitions to the inhabi- 
tants who were in circumſtantes to abandon their munen 1 Fe 


in conjunction with the Guardians of me Wor, to 
treat for the 28 


Tents were ncortingy crefied on 605 caſt bank of a * 
kill, to which they were invited to reſort, and ample proviſion 
was there made for their comfort and ſupport. Theſe meaſures 
being inadequate to the urgenen the occaſion, temporary 
buildings for the accommodations of near two thouſand per- 


ſons were . on Maſters“ Gre by "two _— 1 2 0 pn | 
3 


The regulation and ſuperintendance of each wee 
was confided to a committee of reſpectable and humane 89 
who voluntarily eee the arduous Uk. 


# Wn, 4 . 
oe £4 & . 2 % 3 * By. Fi 


"#4 


1 the joint act of the Board of 8 * * 
Board of Guardians of the Poor, a committee of reſpectable ci- 
tizens were appointed far the diſtribution gf relief to the poor 


of the City and Liberties, whole ” — „ 
io remove to the tents. her 


* 


6; LY: $4.4 * 7 
ENS 26 25 


the 


7 


95 (4: 2» 
The infected houſes and bedding were cleanſed and purified 
by order of the Board ſo far as was found practicable. This, 


however, was but partial, owing to the inevitable difficulties 
E 3 of the n . 


4 The amount : led by taxes and by 1 in | enticipation 


of the taxes to be levied the preſent year for the ſupport of the 


Marine and City Hoſpitals, N: 


Wel on account of the taxes e 
for the year 179). . 7268 © 09 
A tax of 10,000 Dollars has been 
eie for the preſent year; the ſum 
collected on account thereof is,, "66 87 
Received of the Bank of Pennſyl- _ 
vania, on the credit of the taxes ofthe C15 
183 your, „ 0,000 00. 


Private 5 


3 of the ſeveral Banks, on ſecurity of 
certain individuals, for the relief of the poor, un- 
der the joint direction of the Board of Managers 
and the Board of Guar ian of the Poor, which ſum 
was borrowed on the faith of ee reim- 


" burſement, So Es | | 29,000 O 


Total raiſed 1 taxes and loans, Woes Dol - $6944 96 


e . 5 ron 
Tux Usz Or THz. POOR. —- 
* the Board of Mana gers of the Marine and 

G Foot Hy oſpitals, 


Tn C . 05 
10 9 and cloating valued at 2000 5 Wy 
16,040 95 


- 27-944 * | 


4 
- pay 


| "T's to 95 
* the Committee of the "Tents on the Banks f 
N en, e 
Ko b "2. 
ber en and cl oathing valued at ooo 4 


e een, 29. 


B y ah Committee of the. Encampment at 


Mapeers Place. 
In caſh, 3 Dok. 3,254 7 
In produce and loathing, valued at *  ""BzF08 22 "= 
| * the * 1 the _—_ f the Poor i in g 
Ss the Cy and Liberties, 
In caſh, 4 1 420 oo 
In e and cloathing valued a at 151 LM 68 0 
by 1,598 65 
Dow. 35-998 5 I 


Suns EXPENDED BY THE 1 Insu r ions. 
3 8 the Board of Managers of the Marine and 
City Hz »ſpitals. kf ES oh t 
In « caſk for the kelief of the ſick poor, D. 9.782 56 9 : 


In produce and cloathing, valued at . 2,000 Oo 
Paid the diſtributing committee 5 422 57 49 


Paid on an: + Marine and ny Ho) pitals, 20,97 5 20 0 


W -37,01 5 25 


— 


MN CTER * ( 
D the Committee of the Tents, on the Banks * 
Sebqhllill. 


* In caſh, of which 10,000 dollars ws 
a part of the 29,000 dollars loan, D. 13,537 29 
In produce and cloathing valued at 5, ooo 
. / ö 9 ORD 18,537 29 


— 


0 the Committee of the Encampment a at 
Maſeers Place. 


In caſh, of which 9000 dollars was 
a part of the 29,000 dollars loan, D. 12,254 27 
In produce and cloathing valued at 6,568 22 
e —— 18, 822 40 


5 the Committee 1 0 vent of the 4 
in the City ond d Liberties, "3 
 dol-lars was a part of it | _ * a 
29, oo0 dollar loan, 2 en, 49 
Dieduct fo much charged 
in the expenditures of the S 
x” of Managers, of the 
larine and City Hoſpitals, 
paid to this committee for 4 
diſtribution, VA : 44257 49. 
85 — 10,420 
In produce and cloathing . 
valued at ns 8 > PR 9 85 68 
| ? | 11, FIR. 4 66 


WWW 


Toa, Dollars, : 81 5,973 3 71 


Faspinulanin of the preceding Patement.. at 


Total-amount of taxes and loans 36.944 96 0 A 
Total amount of grataitoys con- 1 35, 998 61 33 
tributions Sy . 95943 4. 
Total a amount nt expended by the be | n 5 LAG 
ſeveral inſtitutions, „ „ . 71 
| * mn four . : | 
"Pans in 1 han a” he Treaſurer of NINE TT 
Marine and Q Hoſ pitals, SO: Dollars 6 909 76 


"Ns. yy 3 3 on . the Mak and 
City Hoſpitals. This ſam, however, will be inadequate to the 
di. ſcharge of the debts now due by the ſaid inſtitutions. 


5 N umber of Perf Vlizbea, vix. 
At the City Hoſpital, 07 OI 879 85 


By the Phyficians EP by the Board of Managers 
of the Marine and City een to attend the poor of 
the City and Liberties about, nige beg ba hs, 

At the tents on Schuylkill aig eint 1950 

At the eee on Mate EIN 


1% 


cinity, | k 2024 
By the Committee for aug relief in rhe City | 
and Liberties about, 7 2 3 3500 


| E 


een rod 11:83, 


3 
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Excluſi ve of the above expenditures and number of perſons 
relieved, the guardians of the poor have incurred a very 7 
great and extraordinary expence for the relief of orphans and 
| perſons diſtreſſed by the . e ee eee e 


th. The poor will, doubtleſs, require extraordinary aid 
from the legiſlature the enſuing winter, in conſequence of the 
ſuſpenſion of labour during the prevalence of the diſeaſe, the 
extraordinary expenſes incurred by ſickneſs, or removal from 
the city, and, in ail probability, a ſhort interval from the re- 


turn of the citizens to the cloſing of the ants drones for the ex- 
| —_ of induſtry. 1 
5 6th. No queſtion can be more intereſting, none more en- 
titled to ſerious conſideration, than that which ſhall determine | 
the precautions to be adopted, in order to prevent the recur- | 
rence of a calamity ſo deftruftive. Accordingly, we find our 


fellow citizens generally engaged in the contemplation and | 
diſcuſſion of the Ja rh 1 1 LN. 


„ ee Aer of opinion may exit as to its orizin, 1 


ALL appear to agree in the general ſyſtem of police neceſſary 
to guard inn its introduction! in future. 


- The idea of reſorting to the legiſlature of the union, for an 
act ro interdict the commerce from the Mediterranean and 
Weſt- Indies, during the Summer months, appears to be gene- 
ral, and if attainable, would certainly be moſt deſirable, at 
leaſt until ſome effectus * n be deviſed and completely 


The great diverſity of ſentiment which appears to prevail in 

the different Rates, relative to the origin of the diſeaſe, together 

With the powerful influence of commeicial intereſt and rivalſhip, 
+ Way: create inſurmo=ntable obſtacles to the attainment of an ell 
clent law from the ern eee 


Under theſe cireumſtances, we think x; will be prudent to per- 
s ſevere with energy in an application to the ſlate legiſlature, for 
eeffectual quarantine and Health laws, with liberal endow ments 
/ I forthe ſupport of the ſeveral inſtitutions. | It may here be pro- 


per to obſerve that a well digeſted quarantine law of this ſtate 
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 cieve are bell adapted to guard againſt the importation of diſeaſe, 
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will be neceſſary (even in wel event of a law of the otbral go- 
vernment) to provide for the caſe of veſſels which may enter 


our port from ſtreſs of weather, or aer N during the pe: . 
riod of . | | 


7% 


1 We whe he Rives of ſaggeſting the propriety of an appl ica tion 


to the governments of the ſtates of Delaware and New-|erſey for 


their co-operation. The principles of common intereſt and ſelf-. 
preſervation, and their participation in the late calamity, muſt 


dictate to chem the e of ſuch a coalition. 


A quarantine law to be eee ſhould make proviſion for 
the follow ing objects. 


An inſular ſituation, remote from the City, mould be falefted, 
if practicable, for the place of quarantine ;z if none ſuch can be 
obtained, forty or fifty acres on ſome convenient part of the De- 


la ware ſhore ſhould be ſecured by a high and firov g encloſure— 
Wharves, ware houſes, and other ſuitable but. dings ſhould de 
erected for the reception and purification of cargoes and act 


| enn 355 
modapon of perſons. s 
rige pan. t | * ; 


„bolt 5c 94} 5002 
| Weſt Indies, from os 


All veſſels from the Mediterrar : hs 


firſt of June to the firſt October, 120u7d the 


Es 4 chargeahcic car- 
goes, which, together with the "veſſels, "ould, \be. thoroughly 


purifed, and perform a quarantint gf at leaſt 29:days,, + Guards 


ſhould be conſtantly poſte d at all 1 avenues, "Mt guard boats 


ſtationed around the fleet. 


9 grow nf 


The bis ſhould wie: for the prohibition of 8 by. 


land or water with ſueh of our ſiſter ſtates as may not adopt 


efficient quarantine laws z and interdict all communication wich 
infected places. 


5 Harde deſignated thoſe general regulations, Which we con- 


4 


4 


4 
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| © 9 


we ſhall take the liberty of adverting to "meaſures, Sick ap⸗ 


| 15 pear to us no leſs ay to the health and TINY of our 
city. be. 1 0 


If che domeſſic origin of the diſeaſe is denied, yet it muſt be 

allowed that local cauſes have a potent effect in its diffuſion, and 
encreafing its malignity ; of this, fatal experience has furniſhed 
an irrefragable proof in the exceſſive mortality, and number 
of che 2 in e Wes of che City and Liberties. 


We 8 that cheſe dreadful 1 1 be great- : 
ly mitigated, if yo! wholly averted, by a Judicious relorination 
in * police of the city and liberti ties. ; 2 


The introduction of wholeſome running water for domeſtic 
purpoſes, and for waſhing the ſtreets, and common ſewers, 1 is 
in our judgment, an object of primary importance; the clean- 
fing of all the docks to a depth below the level of low water 

mark, a ſtrict attention to the removal of all filth and putrify- 5 
ing ſubſtances, and correcting the noxious effluvia from the 
tied in 9 commencement of the hot Fs would, we 


Tart | 


* TY | been paid to the cabal af 

| the beſt improved parts of7 our city, and the obvious negle& of : 
remote and confined firuatl ons, has long been A ſubject of le- 
rious complaint. | ph 


8 Any 1 however great, will be but partial whilſt the 
ſtag ant pools, and filth of the narrow lanes, alleys and yards, 
in the extremities of the city, and particularly in the diſtricts 
of Southwark” and the Dey” Liberties, are tuffercd to 
exiſt, | hos 
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Tze eſtablihment ofa: City Hoſpital-upoii' an eularged pls, 
„ provided with every ching neceſſary for the comfor I i 
and relief of the ſick, and ſkillful profeſſors, nurſes, &c. pro- * 
viſionally engaged! in the event of '& recurrence of the diſeaſe, _ 
would excite public confidence, and greatly diminiſh the evils 5 
of the calamity. The ſituation of the preſent City Hoſpital, ve ky 5 


conſider as highly improper for the purpole, from its contiguity to 5 a 


the marſhes of the Schuylkill. . Theo and improvements tie. . 
on, if fold; would, probably produce a ſum equivalent to Ae 
purchaſe of an elevated ſituation,” and the completion of build- 10 
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Thie Mablithment of a City ict wok an aged Fs 
permanently provided with every thing neceſſary for the comfort 
and relief of the ſick, and ſkillful profeſſors, nurſes, &c. pro- 
viſionally engaged i in the event of à recurrence of the diſeaſe, 
would excite public confidence, and greatly diminiſh the evils 


of the calamity. The ſituation of the preſent City Hoſpital, we 2 


conſider as highly improper for the purpoſe, from its contiguity to 
the marſhes of the Schuylkill. Thelots and improvements there- 
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purchaſe of an elevated ſituation,” and the 9 of Rs & | 


gs better adapted to the pan 


we ve been "Wy into unavoida a h "2 "THOR the mag- | 
1 of the ſubject, and a wiſh to Contribute the reſult of our 
experience and obſervations. Should they produce, in any 
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